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Foreword

It is our honour to place before Parliament this quarterly report on Canada’s engagement in
Afghanistan. As promised in the first of these reports, tabled in Parliament last June, this report
sets out benchmarks by which Parliament and Canadians can measure the progress of Canada’s
Afghan mission between now and 2011.

Canada’s engagement in Afghanistan represents the largest Canadian military undertaking
abroad since the Korean War. Moreover, Afghanistan currently receives more Canadian
development aid than any other country. As a result, Canada’s relationship with Afghanistan
constitutes an increasingly important element of Canadian diplomacy. Our commitment to
Afghanistan, as affirmed by the House of Commons in its motion of March 13, 2008, is
ambitious.

The costs of fulfilling this commitment are considerable. The Government therefore welcomes
the October 9, 2008, report of the Parliamentary Budget Officer, “Fiscal Impact of the Canadian
Mission in Afghanistan,” which explores difficult questions for examination by Parliament and
Canadians. In particular, the report addresses the complex issues of how to calculate the present
and projected costs of implementing our engagement in Afghanistan, and how these costs can
best be presented to Parliament in a timely and transparent form. We look forward to a full and
informed discussion of these critical matters.

The October 12, 2008, hostage-taking of CBC journalist Mellissa Fung in Kabul, and her
eventual release to safety on November 9, 2008, with the full cooperation of Afghan authorities,
served as a stark reminder of the dangers faced every day by Afghans and members of the
international community alike in Afghanistan. But it also reminds us of the dedication of so
many Canadians, like Ms. Fung, who work tirelessly in that very challenging environment.

This quarterly report covers the summer period, from the tabling of our last report on
June 10, 2008, through to the end of September 30, 2008. Our next report will record conditions
and mission progress during the fall quarter that ends on December 31, 2008.
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